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SPEECH AT PUNE BRAHMO CONFERENCE

This short note is a record of the talk | delivered at the 122nd session of the All India Brahmo
Conference, Organized by the Pune Prarthana Samaj at Pune between 8-10 November, 2012.

The theme of the conference was "Brahmo/Prarthana Samaj for Children : Faith, Practice,
Programme.”

Initially, since we were not certain of attending the Conference, | did not volunteer to participate
in any of the events/serials/discussions being offered. However, we finally were able to make it to
Pune. Although | had not prepared, | offered to put up a brief musical programme at Dr. Rajyalakshi's
gracious insistence. Unfortunately, owing perhaps to administrative and / or technical problems:
brought about by the short notice, the organizers were unable to take up my offer.

As an alternative, | was requested to speak on any subject of my choice. In spite of music
being my first love and preferred mode of expression, | acceded to the request. A resume of my talk
follows.

My speech did not directly address the theme of the Conferenee. My view is that instead of
trying to bring children into a religious fold at an early age, it is more important to garner the active
participation of the younger generation in Samaj activities.

At the outset, | made it clear that | was neither a philosopher nor a historian. | have limited
knowledge of religion itself and | never overstress on it, | therefore decided to speak about myself
and my family. | am a third generation Brahmo and so is my wife Indrani. | believe in God as a strong
guiding force in our lives. | also strongly believe in destiny. In my younger days | received no formal
education on religion. | acquired the basics of Brahmoism from my parents and from daily prayer
services at our home (conducted by my paternal grandfather). | also attended prayer and utsava
functions at the Samajes in Kolkata and actively participated in organizing and conducting choral
choirs and Brohmo Sangeet singing.

| joined the Indian Navy at nineteen and served the country to the best of my abilﬂlves for

thirtyfive years, | went through three wars/conflicts at sea and carried out a few dangerous and

delicate missions. | am grateful to the Almighty for guiding me throughout my service safely and my
efforts were appreciated by thie highest in the land.

' After my voluntary premature retirement from the service in 1984, | continued my involvement
in Samaj activities. My main efforts were directed at the propagation of Brohmo Sangeet, ataskin
which | am still involved. In the process | have released Brohmo Sangeet Cassettes and CDs, have
compiled and published booklets and pamphlets on appropriate religious subjects and conducted

- regular Brohmo Sangeet classes and various functions at the Samajes.

My children too had no formal education in religion. On their own, as convenient, they were
able to acquire relevant knowledge and develop their own moral values and belief in the existence of
the Supreme Being. My daughter married outside our Brahmo Community, but maintains her Brahmo
identity and beliefs. My son was a straightforward young man, who demonstrated his sense of
commitment and responsibility till the last moments of his life.

Our family underwent two tragic calamities within a period of less than two munths but our
strong belief in the Almighty helped us through very difficult times.

Today's childrén live in a hyper-competitive world and in spite of good or above average 1Q's
need sustained hardwork and effort to find their way. They can hardly spare much time for formal
religious education or related activities. This does not mean, however, that they have no belief in
God or any religious inclination.

| believe that we should never burden our children with what we think they should do ortry to
persuade them to adopt our own beliefs and dogmas. Give them support, lots of space a nd direction

if asked for but let them find their own way. | am sure at samet: me children do realize that qualities
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such as loyalty, honesty and commitment are stepping stones to becoming a good person and a
good citizen, one with unquestionable moral values and a healthy respect for fradition.

In conclusion, we are all aware that the basic of all religion is broadly, the same and we should
always avoid controversies by highlighting the positives or negative aspects of any particular belief.
When we are temperate in discourse and discussions, it goes a long way towards harmony and
peace of mind.

Rear Admiral Subir Paul, (Vir Chakra) Retd.
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INCOME TAX EXEMPTION

Certificate for the exemption w's 80G (5) (vi) of LT.Act 1961 (Renewal) has been extended for
a further period of 3 years by the office of the director of Income Tax (Exemption) Kolkata towards
Brahmo Sammilan Samaj, 1A, Dr. Rajendra Road, Kolkata-700 020. The exemption is valid for
Assessment Year 2009-10 to Assessment Year 2011-12, through letter No.  DIT(E)966
BE/195/03-04"
dt. 2.3.09 of Director of Income Tax (Exemption)/ Kolkata.
This exemption is valid for assessment year 2009-10 to 2011-2012 and have been exﬁend&d in
perpetuity unless specifically withdrawn, vide Circular No. 7/210 [F. Nn 197/21-2010-ITA-1] dt.
27.10.2010.

Brahmo Sammilan Barta will be available on Samaj Website. ,
Look out for Samaj site : www.thebrahmosamaj.orgfsamajes/sammilan.html
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