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THE PUNE EXPERIENCE

Itwas a good experience to attend the 122nd annual Brahmo Conference held in Pune during
8-10 Nov. 2012. The conference was a success, thanks to the efforts of Prof. Dr. Dilip Joag and Dr.
Sushma Joag.

The conference began with flag-hoisting done at the Harimandir, the seat of the Pune Prarthana
Samaj, on 8th November, But it was done without the presence of delegates. Conventionally, the
flag-hoistiong function is an auspicious event that gives a solemn start to the Conference.

The inauguration ceremony was impressive being nicely compered by Prof.Surekha. Several
dignitaries made learned speeches highlighting the contribution of Prarthana Samaj to the
development of man and society in westem India. Sri Milind Nagarkar, the 122nd sessional President,
delivered a highly inspiring and instructive presidential speech. | was surpirsed that Dr. Rajyalakshmi
the Br. Conf. President did not speak.

The Khar Brahmo Samaj Choir group, consisting of young men and women and trained by Sri
Ashis Bose, Kept the audience spellbound by their grand presentation of devotional songs from the
Brohmosangeet. The Quiz time conducted efficiently by Sri Keshavchand was entertaining and
educative. Though most of the questions were answered, yet we could not rid ourselves from the
feeling (perhaps a bit of shame as well) that we are ignorant of many facts concerning Brahmo-
Prarthana Samajes.
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The Sangestopasana led by Sri C. Naik and Sushma Joag made considerable impact on the
delegates who could get to know the profound spiritual thoughts of Sant Tukaram and Namdav
through songs composed of simple language.

The presentation of Tagore songs accompanied with dances led by Smt. Sukla Dasgupta of
Kolkata was a very good piece of presentation that enthralled everyone present. (to be continued)
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Brahmo Sammilan Barta will be available on Samaj Website.
Look out for Samaj site : www.thebrahmosamaj.org/samajesfsammilan.html
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